
by Myron Freedman, Director  

The NV150 Foundation was established to 
produce statewide commemorations of the 
stateõs recent sesquicentennial. The foundation 
honored Governor Sandovalõs wish to see a 
new exhibit in the old Senate Chamber in the 
Capitol building, now a gallery called Battle 
Born Hall. It is the Foundationõs last legacy 
project, and their largest and most significant 
sesquicentennial undertaking. The gallery 
hosted a Nevada State Museum exhibit on the 
history of our state capital that opened in 
1989. After closing that exhibit one year ago, 
the Buildings and Grounds department 
renovated the room with new paint, carpeting, 
and lighting. The final effect is quite stunning 
and shows off the chamberõs beautiful 
architecture. During this period a new exhibit 
was being planned - led by Peter Barton, 
Administrator for the Division of Museums 
and History, along with the NSM curatorial 
staff and Director, Myron Freedman. The 
resulting Trailblazing Nevada exhibit opens to 
the public on October 10, at 10 AM.  

Using old Nevada maps as a design motif, 
Trailblazing Nevada interprets the stateõs past as 
a journey of discovery, beginning with the 
message, òUnfold the map of Nevada to blaze 
your own trail through the history of our state, 
from time immemorial to present day.ó 
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Above: A preview of a field of paper poppies 

created for NSMõs Armistice Commemoration 

event coming Saturday, November 10, 2018  

Left: Anthropology Collections Manager, Rachel 

Delovio, and Curator of Anthropology, Gene 

Hattori, take a sneak peak of Trailblazing 

Nevada with NSM staff.  
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The Rebirth of Battle Born Hall  

Visitors are invited to make their own paths 
through the gallery and explore a more 
comprehensive history of Nevada. The 
trailblazing theme includes stories of those who 
blazed pathways in a harsh landscape; from 
Native Americans who always lived here, to 
pathfinders discovering routes to California, to 
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Message from the Director  

This past year museum staff made a 

concerted effort to broaden our 

programming and find more ways for 

community members to connect with 

the Nevada State Museum. Cultural 

programs, such as Lei Day, Chinese 

New Year and Day of the Dead, 

brought in many new visitors. More 

people than ever also enjoyed the 

monthly Frances Humphrey Lecture, 

which is why we often add an encore 

presentation to accommodate everyone 

who wishes to attend. Getting Coin 

Press No. 1 back on line also energized 

folks to come on down and see her in 

action, and perhaps take home a silver 

medallion minted just for them. The 

net result has been one of our highest 

attendance rates in several years. That 

means more people are benefitting 

from the museum, and thatõs why we 

are here ð to serve Nevadans! Iõm very 

proud of our staff and volunteers who 

make all this happen. Particularly, Iõm 

proud of the front line staff, the 

security officers who greet all of our 

visitors with a friendly smile and are 

extremely knowledgeable about what 

there is to see and do at the museum, 

and our volunteers who lead tours, give 

demonstrations, and help out at big 

events making sure everyoneõs 

experience is a good one.  

2018 will close out our WWI 

Centennial programming. We are 

planning new exhibits for the year 

ahead and new reasons for visitors to 

come back to the Nevada State 

Museum. Stay tuned! 
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railroads that created and connected many of our 
towns. Highlighted in this journey are stories of 
people embedded in Nevadaõs past; from the early 
movers and shakers who led the way to statehood 
such as William Stewart and James Nye, to artistic 
greats such as Datsolalee, to Ethan and Hosea 
Grosh whose silver discovery eventually led to the 
Comstock Lodeõs unique cast of characters. Many 
stories illuminate the way: the histories of the 
Capitol, Carson City Mint, and Stewart Indian 
School; the humanity of Sarah Winnemucca; the 
phenomenon of Jack Johnson who won the Fight 
of the Century; the impact of wide-open 
gambling; construction of Hoover Dam; and 
some Nevada quirkiness detonated by the Atomic 
era - to name only a few. Governor Sandovalõs 
òAhead of the Curveó initiative sets the scene for 

unique milestones found in our history, from the 
invention of Levis jeans to testing autonomous 
cars. Nevada has always encouraged trailblazers to 
explore new ideas here.  

Trailblazing Nevada is an adventurous experience, 
with many original artifacts bringing stories to life, 
and activities that make the journey fun and 
educational for all. Try your hand at choosing a 
route through the Sierra, tapping out a telegraph 
message, arranging stones like a Stewart 
stonemason, or telling a story with rock art 
symbols.    

Be sure to blaze a trail to the Capitol this fall and 
make your own journey through Nevadaõs unique 
and exciting past. 

Over the last couple of months, we have held events 
here at the museum and at local schools to make the 

paper poppies we need to decorate the Dema 
Guinn Concourse for the November 10th 

Armistice Commemoration event.  

But... we can always use more poppies! If 
you have time, come down to the 
museum and pick up a kit to make 10 
poppies at home. Any help is appreciated. 
Letõs show we remember and honor the 

sacrifices of our military service members. 

Poppy Project Update  Left : Students in the 

Mark Twain Elementary 

School SOAR program 

making poppies on 

September 24, 2018.  

Center : Poppy making 

for Family fun Saturday . 

Right : Girl Scouts and 

Cub Scouts from 

Carson Valley made 

poppies at the museum 

on September 15th.   



The 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th 

month of this year will mark the 100th 

Anniversary of the end of the Great War in 

1918. On that day 100 years ago, Germany 

signed an armistice agreement with the Allies in 

a railroad car outside Compiégne, 

France. The war officially ended 

between Germany and the Allies 

with the signing of the Treaty of 

Versailles.  

The First World War left eleven 

million soldiers dead and 21 million 

wounded, with Germany, Russia, 

Austria-Hungary, France, and Great 

Britain each losing nearly a million 

or more lives. The United States 

sent 2 million soldiers to participate 

in the war, Americans suffered the 

loss of 116,516 soldiers and sailors, 

almost half of whom died in 

combat, while most of the rest 

succumbed to influenza; another 

204,002 were wounded in action. 

Also, at least five million civilians 

died from disease, starvation, or exposure. 

Despite the cease-fire in November of 1918, 

the war had many long-lasting effects on the 

entire world. Woodrow Wilson, the first United 

States president to leave the country while in 

office, was one of the leading decision makers 

when creating the Treaty of Versailles. 

Therefore, the United States had a major 

influence on the aftermath of World War I and 

the way things turned out. 

 Woodrow Wilson came to the Paris Peace 

Conference with a Fourteen Point Plan to 

establish world peace. This plan consisted of 

points such as freedom of the seas, no secret 

covenants, reestablishing boundaries, and most 

importantly it created a League of Nations. The 

majority of Woodrow Wilsonõs plan was not 

approved by the Allied leaders, but he was 

successful in establishing the League of 

Nations. 

Back in the United States, however, a wide 

variety of reactions followed the conclusion of 

the treaty. The U.S. Senate, which was 

predominantly Republican, did not like the way 

Wilson determined American foreign policy 

because they did not want to be drawn into 

foreign disputes by the League of Nations. The 

only Americans that seemed to be satisfied with 

the League were the democratic supporters of 

President Wilson. The Senate later voted not to 

join the League. 

There were several benefits in the United 

States after the end of World War I. 

During the war, a lot of men throughout 

the workforce became soldiers and were 

sent off to fight, and as a result, millions 

of women took their positions. Since 

women had worked so hard in munitions 

factories and other areas, they felt that 

they had a large impact on Americaõs war 

effort. When the war ended the workforce 

became much more tolerant of women 

employees and they also finally gained the 

right to vote. Another benefit from the 

war was the United States was the biggest 

producer and exporter for the war. Due 

to total war, factories and farms started to 

expand, unemployment decreased almost 

entirely, and as a result, the economy 

flourished. At the end of the war, America had 

emerged as a world industrial leader, and the 

US economy was booming, profits were 

increasing which led to the period in American 

history called the Roaring Twenties. 

The exhibit, Remembering the Great War: One 

Hundred Years Later will remain on display 

until mid-December, 2018. 
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by Bob Nylen, Curator of History  

America and the Aftermath of World War I  

Above: Carson youth closely examine a captured German World War I 

Army Biplane that arrived on a flat car at the Virginia and Truckee Railroad 

yards in 1918.  The plane was reassembled and displayed with other war 

memorabilia in the city to encourage the public to buy War Bonds.  












